
Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 

 

It is an exciting time to be a pupil at our school. In September, 

we will be opening our new purpose built Upper School, named 

Tram House School, on Garratt Lane. The building will offer the 

space and resources needed to ensure all of our pupils make 

continued progress and build the skills needed for adult life. 

Tram House School will include a Computer Suite and Library, 

Gym, Bedroom and an open plan functional skills space. The 

Lower School will be moving to the newly named Park House 

School at 48 North Side Wandsworth Common, and will be 

making the most of the extra space and resources, such as the 

Sensory and Soft Play Rooms.    

 

The Lower and Upper School have celebrated many successes 

this academic year, and we continue to see our pupils grow in 

independence. This year the school has made stronger links with 

the community, with our pupils becoming more active citizens. 

This has included new and exciting work experience placements, 

links to local schools and colleges and strengthening our 

relationship with partners likes Roots and Shoots. Local 

supermarkets and restaurants have become familiar teaching 

spaces, and have provided valuable opportunities for our pupils 

to generalise the skills they have been learning in the classroom. 

 

The summer term has included many school trips, providing 

pupils with an opportunity to experience new environments and 

people. Highlights have included the Sixth Form visit to Brighton 

and Garratt Lane pupils’ visits to Hampton Court Palace and the 

Transport Museum. Other school trips have included Battersea 

Park Zoo and numerous outings into the community. 

 

Our pupils have been working towards several qualifications this 

year, and we are pleased to inform you that some pupils have 

completed their introductory certificate towards the Arts Award. 

The aim of the work is to enable our young people to work 

towards a National qualification which will be achieved over time.  

This year we have expanded the courses and qualifications that 

we have been following. Pupils in Green Class to Sixth Form 2 

have all been working towards recognised certification or 

qualifications. 

 

A new course called New Horizons has been introduced. This is 

an activity based curriculum that supports the delivery of PSHE, 

Citizenship, communication and numeracy in a life skills setting. 

It will be delivered over two years and has begun in Green and 

Light Blue Classes. 
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Personal Progress has been delivered over three classes this year. Dark Blue Class have begun their two 

year cycle, whilst Indigo and Violet Classes are coming to the end of theirs. Personal Progress is a unit based 

nationally accredited qualification with units based within the following categories - Literacy, Numeracy, 

Computing, Independent Living Skills, Personal Development, Community Participation, Preparation for Work 

and Units accessible for Early Learners. 

Some pupils within Sixth Form have also been working towards an Entry Level 1 in Personal and Social 

Development (PSD). This is a qualification that aims to support young people to become more confident, 

responsible citizens, able to manage their own well-being. This is done through following units such as – 

Community Action, Healthy Living and Personal Safety.   

It is with great sadness that we lost a much adored pupil, Jonah. Jonah joined Rainbow School in 2008, and 

had made great progress during his time with us. It is without doubt that he had a big personality and he was 

certainly full of character and vigour. He is sadly missed by all of us at Rainbow School and we extend our 

heartfelt condolences to Jonah’s family and wider community in this very difficult time.  

At the end of the academic year there will be people who are leaving Rainbow School and exploring new 

opportunities. We are grateful and thankful for how hard all our staff work and the commitment they show to 

our pupils.  We wish the very best for all those who are leaving us at the end of term.  Notably, David 

Anthony, who is moving on to a new challenge from September 2017.  David has done an amazing job during 

his time as Head of Upper School, especially with the positive links he has forged with the local community 

and in providing our young adult learners with opportunities to generalise their skills across various 

community settings. David will be sadly missed by both pupils and staff alike, but we wish him well on his next 

endeavour.  

We will be welcoming a new interim Head of Upper School, Jonathan Ascot, who is excited to be joining the 

BeyondAutism community, and leading the newly opened Tram House School. Jonathan is joining the team 

with a wealth of experience and will continue to build on the work already in place. 

Kate Swann, our Chair of Governors and a member of the Trustees at BeyondAutism will be leaving us this 

term. Kate has been a continued support to the Senior Leadership Team and has shown outstanding 

commitment to making Rainbow School the best it can be. As Heads of School, we are personally thankful for 

her guidance and feedback throughout the past academic year. We wish Kate all the best for the future, and 

we are sure she will continue to be a friend of the organisation in future years.  

We hope you have an enjoyable and relaxing summer break, and pupils come back ready and refreshed for 

another exciting academic year!  

 

 

 

 

 

Kieran Bird     David Anthony 

Head of Lower School   Head of Upper School 
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Term Dates 2017/18 

Autumn 2017 

7th-8th Open mornings Tram House/Spencer Park 

Term starts:  Monday 11th September*  

(Inset days: Friday 1st September, Monday 4th – 6th 

September: No school for pupils) 

Half Term: Monday 23rd - Friday 27th October 

Term ends: Tuesday 19th December at 12:30pm 

*Please note that we have created a contingency plan 

should there be any delay in our new school building 

opening. If a delay was to occur, the news will be 

communicated to parents as soon as possible. 

Spring 2018 

Term starts: Monday 8th January 

(Inset days: Thursday 4th - Friday 5th January) 

Half Term: Monday 12th - Friday 16th February 

Term ends: Friday 23rd March at 12:30pm 

Summer 2018 

Term starts: Monday 9th April 

Bank Holiday: Monday 7th May 

Half Term: Monday 28th May - Friday 1st June 

Term ends: Friday 27th July at 12:30pm 

Staffing and recruitment 

We’ve had a number of staff join the team this term. 

A big welcome to the following ABA Tutor’s…  

Celina Mesquita, Stephen Ranentheran, David 

Duodo-Amoah, Javier Roman Lopez, Emma 

Zaharieva, Monica Ricart Arandilla, Ryan 

Nosworthy, Valeria Accardo, Claudia Taveres and 

Barbara Cespedes. Welcome also to Giovanna 

Burgess - School Administrator in the Lower 

School, Helen Robertson - Admissions Officer, 

Rhiannon Ward - Charity Administrator and Penny 

Deakin - Vice Principal Post-19. 

We are sadly saying goodbye to the following 

people… 

Ana Marta Huffstot, Amy De Salvo, Seth Broadribb 

Larkin, Petra Pankova, Alex Choi, Alessio Udovisi, 

Rhys Owen, Sanjna Kaur, Chinwe Atumuto, Olivia 

Whiteford, Jazuela Wall, Clare Cummins, Mischa 

Airebamen, Estefania Menendez, Nikki Jakeman, 

Rachel Ashton, Olga Fernandez and Katie Wedd.  

We are also saying goodbye to Lauren Lovegrove 

and Rachel Turner - ABA Supervisors, Naomi 

Glancy - Development Director, David Anthony - 

Head of Upper School. Also to Tracy Cooper - ABA 

Consultant who will be leaving in October half term. 

Thank you for all that you have done for our 

learners at BeyondAutism and well done for all your 

achievements. Good luck in your future 

endeavours!  

Admissions update 

In September our PAN is increasing so there are 

currently a number of places available. 

We are actively recruiting new students in a 

variety of classes and have been carrying out 

informal assessments on a rolling basis 

throughout the year. 

Summer Activities 

To see the different playschemes, activities, 

summer camps and short breaks on offer in each 

borough, take a look at the file attached to the 

newsletter email or get in touch with the school to 

receive a copy. 

Give As You Live 

Give As You Live is an easy way that you can support 

the charity simply by shopping online. If you log in 

through Give As You Live before you shop online then 

a percentage of your sale (at no extra cost to you) 

comes to BeyondAutism. Visit www.giveasyoulive.com/

join/beyondautism to find out more and to see which 

retailers take part. 
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Highlights of the term 

Jack Petchey Awards 

Since 1999, the Jack Petchey Foundation has given £100 million to 

support youth projects and reward achievement. Almost 2,000 

schools, colleges and youth organisations throughout London and 

the UK run the Achievement Award scheme. 

This term we have had two student winners of the Jack Petchey 

Award, Olivia and Geerthan. Olivia won her award for making huge 

progress in her mobility - including being able to walk 15 steps 

without stopping. This has led to her having increased confidence 

and independence around the school. Olivia spent her award 

money on books for her and her classmates and a yoga mat. 

Geerthan won his award for excelling with his communication skills 

and talking in full sentences to communicate his needs. Geerthan 

chose to take his classmates on a bowling trip and to Nando’s with 

his prize money. 

Richard LeRoy, our Senior Teacher, has also received a Jack 

Petchey Leader Award. The money from Rich’s award has been 

spent on two go karts and a hexagonal planting wheel. These items 

were selected by the students via a whole school survey. The go 

karts will be used to help improve their gross motor skills, postural 

coordination, and balancing skills. The karts also enable students 

to strengthen leg and feet muscles.  

Police Horse Visit 

Earlier this term our Upper 

School was visited by the local 

police force and their police 

horses. 

Each class was given the 

opportunity to spend some time 

with the horses and to meet the 

policemen. It was a fantastic 

opportunity for the students to 

increase their learning of how to be respectful of 

animals and further their 

understanding and awareness of 

the large animals should they 

encounter them within the 

community. 

Students were able to familiarise 

themselves with the police 

uniform and identify them as 

people they can approach for 

help when out in the community. 

Summer Dance 

At the end of the first half term 

Rainbow School held a school 

dance for all of the students. With 

it being the summer term, there 

was a beach theme for the dance 

with a paddling pool and blow up 

palm trees. The Lower School 

enjoyed the party in the early afternoon and the 

Upper School followed them before the end of the 

day. 

Marks and Spencer’s Southfields hosted the party 

and kindly donated all of the drinks and snacks as 

well as providing a DJ and four volunteers to help out 

at the party. 
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Class Trips 

There have been a number of class trips throughout the summer term: 

Red, Orange and Yellow Classes enjoyed a trip to the London Transport Museum to fit with the term ’s 

theme of transport. Students got the chance to observe and interact with different types of transport from horse 

drawn trams, to driving modern day tube and bus simulators. They also sat in a horse drawn carriage and listened 

to a thrilling story all about finding their way home on different types of transport.  

Green and Light Blue Classes spent an afternoon at Battersea Park Zoo to learn about their topic ‘down on 

the farm’. They spent their time observing the different animals including watching the lemurs have their lunch. The 

students then had a picnic in Battersea Park and played in the adventure playground. 

Dark Blue Class went to the Polka Theatre for their class trip. They went to see ‘Under the Rainbow’ - a story 

of a woman’s adventure across land and sea where she befriends a turtle and a colourful bird of paradise. 

Indigo Class went to Brighton to spend the day by the sea. They enjoyed fish and chips on the beach and 

spending the money they earnt making and selling cupcakes around school. It was a great opportunity for the class 

to practice reading and responding to community signs. 

Violet Class went bowling and to Nando ’s on Geerthan’s request following his Jack Petchey Award win! 

Sixth Form 1 went on a class trip to Brighton. The class got the train from Clapham Junction, and spent the 

day on the amusement arcades and the fairground rides. Those that wanted to, got themselves fish and chips 

before then getting the train back to school. 

Sixth Form 2 went to Chessington World of Adventures. The students enjoyed the different rollercoaster 

and water rides throughout the day and some of the students visited the aquarium and the monkey walk in the zoo. 

The trip was capped off with lunch at a burger restaurant! 

 



Eid 

Earlier this month our students were given the opportunity to take part in Eid al-Fitr celebrations. The Muslim 

festival marks the end of the last fast of Ramadan and students took part in different traditional activities.  

Eid is sometimes known as the ‘sweet holiday’ as sweet foods are usually eaten at the end of Ramadan. Students 

were therefore encouraged to try dates, a traditional Eid food. Gift bags were also handed out to each student and 

in the spirit of giving and sharing, students swapped and played with each other’s gifts.  

The students got into the festival spirit by dancing to traditional music and dressing in their finest clothes! 
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Karen Sorab Awards 

At the end of the summer term we held our second annual Karen Sorab Awards. 

The awards are given to the employee of BeyondAutism, and the two children or 

young people (one award per school) supported by BeyondAutism, who have 

shown the most effort and endurance over the preceding year. This year the 

awards have gone to the following people: 

The Employee of the Year Award - Lauren Lovegrove (ABA Supervisor). 

 ‘Lauren is so passionate and dedicated to helping her pupils to excel and 

she is always a wonderful team player and a supportive line manager to her 

team’. 

 ‘She is a really dedicated and willing volunteer and she has always been 

very passionate about supporting the charity in any way she can.’ 

Lower School Student of the Year Award - Niran (Orange Class). 

 ‘Niran consistently demonstrates a love for learning. He has progressed 

considerably both in behaviour and academics and has worked so hard to 

speak clearly to both pupils and staff. Niran always gives 100% in to his 

learning.’ 

Upper School Student of the Year Award - Ciaran (Sixth Form 2). 

 ‘Ciaran has made amazing progress with his work experience. He used to 

find it very difficult to walk into the shop and not have his favourite sweets. 

He is currently working on stacking shelves with his absolute favourites, 

sweets and cake!’  
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Governors Update 

We are proud to announce that our Local Authority Governor, Jonathan England from Southwark, has recently 
obtained his BCBA. Andrew Swartfigure, who is also BCBA qualified, joined our Governing Body this term as an 
independent ABA Governor. Vikki Langford, Deputy Head of Blossom House School, joined us in the Spring term 
and has already been able to offer a valuable perspective on many issues.  

We thank Ana-Marta Huffstot for her input as our elected ABA Staff Governor and we wish her all the best as she 
moves to pastures new.  Elections for a replacement ABA Staff Governor will be held at the start of next term.   

As well as attending their usual meetings, Governors have been undertaking learning walks with the Heads of 
School this term which have been very insightful. To help spread the workload, this year we have increased the 
number of designated lead roles held by Governors:  

 Kirsten Roberston is lead Governor on SEN and additional medical needs 

 Harry Lund and Vikki Langford jointly lead on attainment by regularly tracking the progress of a group 
of anonymized pupils 

 Frank Brennan continues to lead on Health and Safety 

 Kate Swann has led on safeguarding 

The Governing Body’s constitution has just been changed so that Trustees of BeyondAutism (who formerly held 
the positions of Chair and Vice Chair of Governors) will no longer hold voting positions on the Governing 
Body. Instead they will have an open invitation to attend meetings. We look forward to being able to update you 
soon on the outcome of the current recruitment process for a new Chair of Governors. 

Governors were deeply saddened to hear of the death of Jonah and send their condolences to his friends and 
family, all school and charity staff who worked with him and to all of his class mates. He will be sorely missed by 
the whole school community and we will ensure a fitting way is found to remember Jonah and celebrate his 
memory within the school. 

Geography Week 

This term we had a dedicated geography week where the students spent a week studying 

different countries and cultures from around the world.  

There were a variety of activities for the students to get involved in. This included 

studying a variety of flags and reading books from different continents. 

The students created artwork inspired by Africa and Australia making animal silhouettes 

and trying Aboriginal dot painting.  

As well as learning about different art forms and cultures the students were given the 

chance to cook and try foods that they may not have tried before. The students made a 

stir fry and ate their creation using chopsticks. 
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A word from the charity 

Tracie Linehan, CEO 

As we come to the end of another academic year there is much to reflect on. We've said goodbye to great team 

members and welcomed many new. Staff retention, whilst not ideal, has vastly improved. We've successfully piloted 

our Post-19 provision with it continuing to develop for learners aged 19 - 25; with 3 learners getting ready to start in 

September. Developing new Early Years provision was kick-started with a pilot project where we met 4 families for 6 

sessions over a 3 week period. We are now seeking funding streams to grow this service. Perhaps most exciting of all 

is the new build and subsequent name changes of our school, taking all that we are proud of at Rainbow School 

forward into BeyondAutism Schools - Park House School and Tram House School.  

The year is tinged with sadness at the passing of Jonah, a pupil that was a huge personality, loved and admired by all 

of us. His achievements will always remain within our memories.  

Looking forward - we will move into Tram House School in September; our new Head of Outreach, Bernadett 

Rankasz, will join us; and the focus will be on embedding Post-19 and Early Years services. We have much to be 

proud of and a fantastic team, supported by our stakeholders to ensure that we continue to strive for outstanding 

outcomes empowering people, launching lives.  

Challenge Events 

A big thank you to all those who have run, cycled or paddled their hearts out for BeyondAutism in 2017, and raised a 

grand total of £12,500! 

 Superhero Run: in May, 17 staff and supporter Superheroes donned their 

capes and ‘flew’ round the circuit in Regent’s Park raising a brilliant £2,400 

for the Rainy Day Fund. 

 Nightrider: our 8 intrepid cyclists each cycled 100km through London in the 

middle of the night to raise over £3,800 for the Tram House Appeal. 

 Dragon Boat Challenge: many thanks to CP+R for entering two teams for the 

Dragon Boat Challenge earlier this month.  

 Brighton Marathon: Congratulations to Heilco Van Der Ploeg for completing 

the Brighton Marathon and raising over £1,650 for the Tram House Appeal 

and the Rainy Day Fund. 

 Henley Triathlon: Congratulations to Heather Binney for completing the 

triathlon and raising over £700 for the Rainy Day Fund. 

 London Marathon: Congratulations to Tracie Linehan and Joanne Kelliher for 

completing the London Marathon and raising over £2,350 in aid of our Tram 

House Appeal. Congratulations also to Sarah Larner and Rachel Turner, 

who ran for Save the Children and Greenwich and Bexley Hospice, 

respectively. 

We have a number of exciting challenge events planned for the 2017/18 school year, including Nightrider London, 
Royal Parks Half Marathon, an abseil and Superhero Run. Please contact Dan Thurman at 

danthurman@beyondautism.org.uk to secure your place today! 

 

Quiz 

Our annual quiz night in May was a great success and raised over £12,350 to help 
build the new Tram House School! Many thanks to everyone who came along on 
the night to support and to those who generously donated raffle and silent auction 
prizes. 
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Rainbow School 

48 North Side Wandsworth Common 

London SW18 2SL 

Tel: 020 3031 9700 

beyondautism.org.uk 

facebook.com/BeyondAutism 

twitter.com/BeyondAutismUK 

Local Businesses 

We would like to extend our thanks to all the fantastic local businesses who have given BeyondAutism their support 

this year – whether it be through providing work experience placements, hosting collections, or making generous 

donations to the charity:  

 M&S Southfields 

 Sainsbury’s St. John’s Hill 

 Holiday Inn South Wimbledon 

 White Stuff Chiswick 

 Alen-Buckley LLP 

 ASDA Clapham Junction 

 Manheim Wimbledon 

 Urban Gourmet 

 SAP 

Thank you also to all those local businesses who supported BeyondAutism during World Autism Awareness and 

Acceptance Week. 

Octopus Giving 

On behalf of all of us at BeyondAutism, special thanks to Octopus Giving, who have 

given countless hours of volunteering to Rainbow School and have also contributed 

more than £115,000 to help build the new Tram House School! 

Tram House Appeal 

We have so far raised over £1,000,000 to help build the new Tram House School! 

Thank you once again to all those who have made generous contributions or helped 

raise this much-needed funding - whether through sponsorship, taking part in challenge 

events, or supporting our annual quiz nights. 

Rainy Day Fund 

Thank you to all parents who have made contributions to the Rainy Day Fund, whether 

through fundraising, personal donations, or shopping through Give As You Live. 

Thanks to your generosity and efforts, over £6,000 has been raised for the Fund this 

year! 

The Fund has been an invaluable resource to the school this year, and has funded so many fantastic resources for 

our students, including: 

 Playground equipment, such as: an inflatable pool, a swing set, scooters & helmets, parachutes, and more! 

 Vital assessment kits. 

 ’Communicate: In Print’ symbol writing software programme, which allows the Speech & Language Therapists, 

Supervisors, Instructors and Tutors to create individual resources, visual aids and cues for the students. 

 Occupational therapy equipment, such as: exercise balls, sling swing, balance pod sets, specialist keyboards 

and mouse, lumiglo screen, and more! 

 

 

 


