
Autumn Newsletter 

2019 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

What a busy term we have had at BeyondAutism Schools and the pupils and teams alike have worked 

very hard. This term has seen us increase our pupil numbers and we have enjoyed welcoming in new 

pupils, families and staff into the school.  

At Park House School, pupils have enjoyed spending more time with Evie the school dog, trips to the 

theatre, cinema, Flip Out and regular visits into the community. Pupils have learnt about Egyptians  

and road safety, they've sold cakes to staff for Children in Need and had fun practising for the 

Winter Production.  

We are very proud of Rebecca Lowes and Carrie Caceres for completing their Masters. It has not only 

given them more insight, knowledge and understanding, but developed their skills as practitioners and we 

have seen the benefits of this throughout the term.  

At Tram House School the pupils have enjoyed their usual wide range of activities, from the BA Cafe, to 

the park, community and trips - the cinema trip was a real achievement for some and they all had a great 

time. 

We have developed our South Thames College Sixth Form hub, which has been wonderful to see. There 

are some really exciting developments at the college with a horticulture project being designed between 

ours and the college’s pupils. 

It is with great pleasure that we can announce that Michelle Frangos has been appointed Head of 

Pastoral across the two schools and will be taking on the role full-time from January. 

We are looking forward to welcoming in the new decade and are hopeful for the opportunities it brings 

and the progress that can be made. Wishing you all an enjoyable break and all the best for the new year. 

 

 

 

Kieran Bird         Jon Ascot 

Head of Park House School     Head of Tram House School 

A final word from Jon 

As this term comes to a close and I write my last newsletter entry, I wanted to take this opportunity to 

thank all of you for your support and kind messages as I leave BeyondAutism. It has truly been a 

fantastic two and a half years and I am so proud to have played my part in the success of the 

organisation. I have had the genuine pleasure of working closely with Kieran during my time at 

BeyondAutism and now he and his leadership team will continue to build on the outstanding foundations 

that we have laid; I know that Tram House School parents will give Kieran, Emma, Chloe and the 

leadership team the same support and trust as you have given me. 

As we look to the new year, it is with a sense of excitement, pride and achievement, seeing our pupils 

flourish, knowing that the foundations that we lay for them will see them secure in their future lives. With 

all my warmest wishes and fondest regards. 

Jon Ascot 



Term Dates  

Spring 2020 

INSET days 6th to 7th January 

Term starts: Wednesday 8th January 

Half Term: Monday 17th February – Friday 21st 

February 

Term Ends: Friday 3rd April at 12:30pm 

Summer 2020 

Term starts: Monday 20th April 

Bank Holiday: Friday 8th May 

Half Term: Monday 25th May– Friday 29th May 

INSET day Friday 19th June 

Term Ends: Tuesday 21st July at 12:30pm 

Admissions 

Since September we have had 19 new pupils 

across Park House School and Tram House 

School, as well as 28 informal assessments 

and 2 extended assessments. Park House 

School is now full, with a new pupil starting in 

January and tribunal decisions outstanding. 

Tram House School has a pupil admission 

number of 50 so we will be working hard to fill 

these spaces in the new year.  

Staffing and Recruitment 

We’ve had a number of staff join the organisation 

since September! A big welcome to the following 

ABA Tutors… 

Maeve Mallon, Gemma Douglas, Sophie Bruce, 

Warren Clementson, Liz McGory, Camilla Mills, Ewa 

Ploska, Lucy Willis, Vasiliki Tsoutsani, Liz Madsen, 

Ben Morris, Zoe Giles, Stephan Amaranath, Lindie 

Roodt, Samantha Perotti, Rhianna Mobile, Esha 

Bhandari, Granita Kryeziu, Racquel Martin Gonzalez, 

Gemma Stone, Kenroy Taylor, Arezoo Torkladani, 

Ayebatonye Douglas, Emma Geary and Simona 

De Camillis. 

We’ve also welcomed Katie Moriarty (Post-19) and 
Rachel Turner as ABA Supervisors. 

In the Admin Team welcome to Nada Omar (Park 
House School Receptionist) and Tom Delahaye 
(Intern) in the charity office. 

Tom Bailey has also joined the organisation as Head 
of Therapies.  

We are saying goodbye to the following ABA Tutors 

this term… 

Daniela Pisani, Lauren McLean, Zoobia Ahmed, 
Zurine Vivas, Stephan Ranentheran, Lia Perry, Ana 
Maria Caicedo Marin, Chiara Ranentheran, Christina 
Efthymiadiou, Henrique Maria Cunha, Polyxeni 
Fragkioudaki, Oliver Henning-Haahr and Nevanah 
Ota-Kosennah 

We also say goodbye to Andy Whyte (HR Manager) 

and Lauren Lovegrove (Outreach Consultant). 

We wish everyone the best in their future endeavours! 
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Post-19 Hubs 

In November we opened up our second Post-19 Hub in Wandsworth. Since the pilot in 2016-17, student 

numbers have been steadily increasing. From one student in the first year we now have over 15. We have 

outgrown our hub in Hammersmith and we’re delighted to welcome students into their new space in 

Wandsworth.  

If you would like to arrange to view the facilities at either hub please contact Head of Post-19, David 

Anthony, on davidanthony@beyondautism.org.uk.  
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Virtual Reality (VR) 

Using money from their Jack 

Petchey Foundation Award, 

pupils at Park House School 

recently bought some Virtual 

Reality equipment. It’s been 

really exciting to start using 

the technology and we’re 

looking forward to seeing 

how we can use this in our 

teaching going forward. 

As well as fun sensory experiences that the 

students can enjoy VR has great teaching 

potential. It could prove incredibly useful in 

terms of teaching things like road safety where 

we will be able to practise crucial skills before 

taking them out into the community. 

Minibus handover with Dennis Wise in the Community 

Earlier this term Dennis Wise and fellow Trustees from Dennis 

Wise in the Community came to Park House School for the 

official handover of a minibus, kindly donated to BeyondAutism. 

We’re delighted to receive this fully accessible 17-seater minibus 

from the Trust. The minibus will provide access to a wider choice 

of activities and save us a significant amount of money on 

transport costs. 

The minibus will be used across our two Wandsworth-based 

schools (Park House School and Tram House School), helping 

our pupils to become active citizens through opportunities to 

participate and engage in the community. 

It will enable us to take pupils to the library, shops and work 

placements; to access a number of sporting activities including 

the gym, trampolining and swimming; to take part in social 

activities beyond the school; and to go on outings and participate 

in outside learning. 

Recycling Day 

With the subject 

becoming ever more 

significant, in September 

our schools held a 

recycling day. Our 

students learnt about 

what types of material 

can be recycled as well 

as making posters to go 

up around the schools 

to highlight the 

importance of recycling 

for the planet.  
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Boccia and swimming 

During this term Tram House School 

students have attended two sporting 

events. 

In the first half-term they attended a 

Boccia tournament at Burntwood 

School in Earlsfield. This is the 3rd time 

that they’ve taking part in the event and 

this year the students finished second, 

a brilliant achievement. Boccia has 

become a staple of the PE curriculum for students and it is 

something that the students really enjoy. 

Into the second half term and a group took part in the 

Wandsworth Para Swimming Gala. Students attend 

swimming lessons weekly so 

the gala was the perfect 

opportunity to show how hard 

they’ve been working. Everyone 

did incredibly well and there 

were quite a few podium 

finishes for the students. 

Harvest collection 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to 

the Park House School harvest collection! 

We collected food 

and toiletries to 

donate to the local 

foodbank. Our total 

was 60kg of food 

which equates to 

142 meals for 

families in crisis. 

Thank you! 

Languages day 

At the start of term the 

schools celebrated languages 

day.  Each class chose a 

language to learn about for 

the day. They then decorated 

flags and learnt how to  

say hello and talk about  

the weather!  

Kikyo Kai visit 

Back in October we were visited by 

delegates from Kikyo Kai, a Japanese 

organisation who work with adults with 

learning difficulties. It was great to meet 

their team and we’re looking forward to 

sharing our expertise going forward. 

To keep up-to-date with news and stories from the schools make sure to follow us on social 

media and visit our website: beyondautismschools.org.uk 
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A word from the charity 

Tracie Linehan, CEO 

Wow, what a busy and exciting autumn term! We submitted our applications to the Department of 

Education for two of the proposed special free schools, one in Kingston and one in Newham. 

Unfortunately, the selection process has ceased due to all government departments being in political 

purdah on the run up to the general election; we can expect to hear more in the new year. 

We have successfully welcomed 16 new pupils at Park House School and 3 new pupils at Tram House 

School. As you know, Jon Ascot (Head of Tram House School) is leaving us at the end of December. Jon 

has done an amazing job of leading the school team in setting up within the new building and achieving 

Ofsted Outstanding for the pupils. He has a great eye for processes that can support pupils ’ learning, 

ensuring that they are on their chosen pathways to becoming successful adults with “just enough support”, 

and he has worked tirelessly to ensure a school culture and ethos that lives our values.  We have a new 

school leadership team structure starting in January, led by Kieran Bird as the Executive Head of 

BeyondAutism Schools with Rich LeRoy leading Park House School and Emma Price leading Tram 

House School; they make up the schools’ executive leadership team. They will be supported by the 

schools’ senior leadership team (Karen Talty, Chloe Jorgenson, Tom Bailey and Michelle Frangos). 

BeyondAutism Post-19 launched its second hub in November and now has 17 learners accessing the 

service across London – each young adult is pursuing their “ideal week”, in their own community 

underpinned by just enough support and the teaching of key skills to ensure independence, choice  

and control.  

Early Years continues to go from strength to strength with over 30 families accessing the service since 

September and the launch of the school readiness group. This service relies on fundraised income, so 

that it is free to families; Pippa and Mike are doing a fantastic job ensuring that the service is sustainable. 

Keep your eyes open for the launch of the research and learning hub! 

I hope you have a lovely break over the festive season and look forward to seeing you in 2020. 

Recent funding successes and updates 

Digital appeal  

This term we launched a digital appeal to keep our Early Years’ service free for those that need to access 

it most. Thank you to everyone that liked, commented, and shared the posts; and thank you, of course, to 

all those that generously donated to the appeal. Funded entirely by donations, the service simply would 

not exist without the generosity of our supporters. Each donation is appreciated and helps us to ensure 

the longevity of the service. 

Challenge events 

At the start of term, three brave trekkers (Emily Hicks, Louise Wade, and Carl Busby) took 

on the epic 25k Thames Bridges Trek across central London and raised a staggering 

£2380 between them. This was then followed by the Royal Parks Half Marathon in 

October. The combined BeyondAutism team (Lucy White, Elizabeth Ide, Andrew 

Mulholland and Team Fox: David Fox, Jaz Wall, Nicola Stanley, Matt LeBlanc, 

Luciann Flynn, Hannah Stokes, James Secker, Edwina Watson, and David Tovey)  

raised an incredible total of just over £9,500! We are indebted to you and all those 

that are willing to take on challenges to raise funds to support BeyondAutism.  
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Services fundraising   

We’re delighted to have been donated a fully accessible 17-seater 

minibus from Dennis Wise in the Community. The minibus will 

provide access to a wider choice of activities and save us a 

significant amount of money on transport costs. We are actively 

looking for volunteer drivers so let us know if you know anyone who 

may be interested! 

£8,000 has been raised so that the Therapy Team 

could purchase a number of ProLoQuo licenses and 

tablets and access to new Augmentative and Alternative Communication technology. 

Thank you to Eaton House the Manor, The Embassy of Man and Heilco Van der Ploeg ’s 

Marathon sponsorship for their contributions towards these critical resources.  

We’ve been awarded £7,600 by Sport England to purchase fully-accessible bikes across 

the BeyondAutism services. These will be bought over the Christmas period and will be 

ready for the pupils to use in the New Year! 

 

Events 

Thank you to everyone that attended David Hogan’s ‘Hogie’s Heroes: 

an Exclusive Sale of Celebrity photos’ in support of BeyondAutism - we 

had a fantastic turn out! We would like to thank David Hogan again for 

his generosity; to Marion Morgan and Karen Sorab for organising the 

day and for everyone at Richard Ward Hair and Metro Spa for the use 

of their fantastic venue.  

We would like to thank Rebound 

Gaming Hall, on Garratt Lane, for 

their continued support for our 

charity and look forward to 

retaining our ‘Charity of the Year’ 

status – watch this space for an 

exciting event in the New Year.  

Thank you to the parents that have donated towards Staff 

Appreciation; these donations will be given to the staff committee to 

spend on wellbeing initiatives and social events for staff throughout 

the year.  

Please save the date for the Annual BeyondAutism Quiz 2020 – 30th 

April 2020.  

 

Everyone at BeyondAutism wishes you a restful festive period and we look forward to 

seeing you in the new year! 


