
Dear parents and carers,  

Firstly, I would like to take the opportunity to thank all our families, pupils and staff. The spring term, like 

the last calendar year has had its challenges, however through working together we have provided our 

pupils opportunities to learn, progress and have some semblance of normality. We appreciate all the 

efforts our families have made in completing home learning activities and for the understanding of our 

school's risk assessments. We are thankful to our pupils who have learnt new routines and have 

responded so well to the very dramatic changes in their lives. The staff team have yet again demonstrated 

the commitment to our pupils in providing outstanding learning opportunities with enthusiasm and 

embracing creative thinking to ensure the pupils engaged in a wide range of experiences.  

We want to say well done to the new pupils who joined Park House in January, they have settled in well, 

even though it was an unusual start to their time at school. They have built some excellent relationships 

and have been keen to show off their skills. We also need to say well done to those Year 8 pupils who 

moved over from Park to Tram House, they have hit the ground running and are very settled in their 

new school. 

The schools have demonstrated their culinary skills this term, pupils joined in with our 3rd annual Great 

BA Bake Off and had Pancake Day celebrations, some enjoyed the pancakes so much they are wanting 

to cook them everyday! We have had a number of themed weeks including Safer Internet, Holi and 

Politics Week - pupils have learnt lots and experienced a range of activities, developing their knowledge 

and understanding. 

Park House very much enjoyed their Spring Fling and Pirates Day, they learnt that a pirates favourite 

letter is 'Arrrrrggggggggghhhhhhhh' or maybe it was the ‘seaaaaaaaaaaaaa’? 

Tram House Sixth Form pupils completed their first set of AQA units in the autumn and we were very 

pleased to receive their certificates recognising their efforts and skills in a range of subjects and 

vocational activities. We were sad not to be able to have a live awards ceremony, however we are so 

proud of all the pupils. 

We are all hopeful that the summer term sees the beginning of life inside and outside of school returning 

to normality. We wish you all a pleasant break and hope you have opportunities to rest and spend some 

time with those who you have missed.   

Take care and stay safe 

 

 

 

Kieran Bird          

Executive Head of BeyondAutism Schools 
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Term Dates  

Summer 2021 

Term starts: Monday 19th April 

Bank holiday: Monday 3rd May 

Half-term: Monday 31st May– Friday 4th June 

Term ends: Friday 23rd July  

Autumn 2021 

INSET days: Wednesday 1st – Monday 6th 

September 

Term starts: Tuesday 7th September 

Half-term: Monday 25th– Friday 29th October 

Term ends: Friday 17th December  

Admissions 

Since September 2020 we have had 21 new 

pupils across Park House School and Tram 

House School, we also have a new pupil 

starting with us after Easter, which means 

that both Park House and Tram House 

School will be full. We are currently working 

hard and completing informal and extended 

assessments for September 2021 places.   

Staffing and Recruitment 

We’ve had a number of staff join the organisation this term! A big welcome to the following 

ABA Tutors… 

Alice Jackson, Ameena Salik, Ana Callejo Munoz, Anna Chaudhry, Carla Rombrado, Catalina Aguilera 

Guinart, Daisy Hughes, Emilija Varnaite, Enrique Jose Molero Aguaida, Eugenia Ciuro, Evie Lythgoe-

Cheetham, Ida Lyckemy, Jennifer Williams, Joshua Loki Pearson, Julia Wierzbinska, Lauren Armstrong, 

Maria Luz Andres Fernandez, Morgan Hall, Naomi Caballero Salvo, Pranita Singh, Ruya Cengiz, Sol 

Taibi, Stefano Cirello, Vladyslav Nykon and Zoe Rubio. 

We’ve also welcomed Anita Kornacka to the cleaning team and Elizabeth Robinson has joined as the 

new Head of Post-19. 

Welcome back to Rhian Mitchell, Jalpa Shah and Melissa Fernandes who have all returned from 

maternity leave. 

We are saying goodbye to the following ABA Tutors this term… 

Anisa Elezi, Lucy Willis, Charlotte Brooks, Kyah Cummings-Quarry, Maryam Shirwani, Nalini Singh, Codi 

Hardcastle, Amy Trudinger, Beth Robshaw, Samantha Pyle, Florence Bloomfield, Johnny Costa, 

Nasteya Mahamud, Anjuman Zunu, Luna Marques da Hora, Ka Hei Cheuk and Maddalena Immacolata. 

We have also said goodbye to Ania Palks (Lead ABA Tutor), Shannon Darby (Lead Tutor), Shona 

Burton and Mercedes Castellano (ABA Supervisors). 

From the Therapy Team we are saying goodbye to Laura Maasland (Speech and Language Therapist) 

and Taylor Christensen (Senior Occupational Therapist). 

Nicola Martin (Bookkeeper) has also moved on. 

We wish everyone the best in their future endeavours! 
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Pottery club 

As part of our ‘try new things’ initiative, Yellow Class started the 

term off with the first session of pottery club. Pupils got their 

hands dirty creating small thumb pots. 

The learners put their own spin on things with different shapes 

and sizes before choosing their own unique design. The pupils 

thoroughly enjoyed the experience moulding the clay as can be 

seen in the fantastic end results. 

Bake off 

For obvious reasons, this year we 

couldn’t have the full bake-off 

experience. Rather than having a 

competition with representatives from 

each class going before the judges, 

this year’s event was a week of baking 

fun. Cakes, biscuits, chocolate nests, 

you name it, our pupils made it. 

Baking is a firm favourite of many 

pupils and there were smiles all week 

in the kitchen as they got creative!  

World book day 

Pupils spent 

the day 

reading from 

their 

favourite 

books, 

dressing up 

as the characters and doing different 

themed activities. From The Cat in the 

Hat to Harry Potter we had it all! 
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World religion week 

Last week the schools held world religion week, where pupils 

spent time learning about different faiths from around the 

world. Each day was dedicated to a different religion: Islam, 

Buddhism, Hinduism, Judaism and Christianity. Pupils 

listened to assemblies and watched videos where they learnt 

about the different religions . Throughout the week they 

listened to popular religious stories to get a deeper 

understanding. 

Pupils also had the chance to get creative and made art 

based around key symbolism or festivals of the different 

religions. 

Gardening week 

With the weather warming 

up and spring in the air, 

pupils spent a week learning 

about horticulture. 

Inside and out they have 

planted seeds and plants 

ready for the sun to come 

out and bring them to life.  

 

The pupils will take turns in 

watering the plants and we 

can’t wait to see the beds once 

they start to flower. 

 

Music day 

Music will always lift the 

spirits in our schools. It 

was no different when we 

celebrated music day 

earlier this term. Pupils 

voted in their classes to 

decide what music they 

would listen to and spent 

the day listening to music and playing 

instruments to create their own sounds. 

To keep up-to-date with news and stories from the schools make sure to follow us on social 

media and visit our website: beyondautismschools.org.uk 
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A word from the charity 

Tracie Linehan, CEO 

Another strange term successfully completed. I have been extremely impressed with the resilience of our 

pupils. It was great to see the activities across the term that engaged pupils and staff alike.  

News from the wider charity - the Early Years’ team are now settled into their new premises in Bromley. 

They have created a warm and welcoming environment for parents to get the support and guidance that they 

need and for the children to make outstanding progress. The Outreach and Training provision continues to 

grow, delivering solutions to Oxfordshire, Liverpool and as far north as Newcastle. This has been made 

possible by the online training, the amazing podcasts and the fantastic downloadable resources being 

produced. We are very excited to be hosting our first professional’s conference. This will be online, over two 

days: 26th-27th May 2021; details can be found on our website, please spread the word.  

Our work to address diversity and the imbalance of representation in senior leadership and governance roles 

is ongoing – the interviews for Trustees, the Chair of Governors and the Chair of the Post-19 Advisory Board 

are taking place at the beginning of April. We are also hosting monthly discussion forums for all staff based 

on different themes presented through books, film and the news. This is a great opportunity for our staff to 

share views and listen to different perspectives.  

Recent funding successes and updates 

We started the year with The Big Give appeal having raised over £4500 for the Early Years service, and just 

over £5,000 was raised for the Staff appreciation fund! The staff have begun spending these much-

appreciated funds on group team building days and socials, regular fruit and treat boxes, and new plants for 

the services amongst other things. 

A huge thank you again to everyone that contributed.   

In February BeyondAutism took part in the #rightnow campaign to show how charities are 

#nevermoreneeded both during this crisis and when society begins to heal and re-build. This spring we have 

seen successes in securing funding for several key projects and have also received new support from 

Earlsfield-based businesses. Thomas Schools’ Foundation continues to fund BRAVE  lessons at Park House 

School. The charity has also been successful in securing a further grant for the continuation of the 

‘Snowbility’ skiing lessons. We look forward to getting back on the slopes as soon as it’s safe to do so!   

Challenge events 

Thank you to our wonderful team: Sarah Fox, Sarah Kaikini, Liz Burns, Carl Busby, James Cain, and Johnny 

Costa who will be taking part in the Virtual Royal Parks Half Marathon on the 11th April. Please wish them 

the best of luck!! 

We have a small number of places available in this 

year’s London Marathon (3rd October). If you’re 

interested in taking on this extraordinary challenge 

and being part of a world record breaking virtual 

event in support of BeyondAutism please visit our 

website: beyondautism.org.uk/support-us/

challenge-events/virtual-london-marathon/  
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Current projects 

• Amongst other key projects, the fundraising team are busy working on raising funds for new 

development works taking place at Park House School. The aim is to convert the two adjoining 

basement rooms (opposite sensory and soft play) into an exciting and engaging new cooking skills 

suite. This new teaching space will be for the pupils to practice important daily living and 

independence skills. The project is estimated to cost £52,000, of which £5,000 has already been 

secured. We hope the building works for this project will take place in Summer 2022 (if not before). 

This is part of a larger, 2 year plan to make further updates and improvements to the learning 

environment at Park House School. Future plans also include the installation of a multisensory 

playground in front of Bradbury Hall, as well as an extension to the current shower block, allowing 

more space for Occupational Therapy. Fundraising has been negatively impacted by the ongoing 

pandemic and we appreciate all the help we can get. If you’d like to get involved, visit our website to 

find out how you can support us: beyondautism.org.uk/support-us/our-fundraising/ OR contact 

pippaday@beyondautism.org.uk 

• We are also seeking funding to establish a permanent sensory room at Tram House School. The 

equipment has been chosen by the Occupational Therapy team and we anticipate the project to cost 

£10,500 

• Our Early Years’ service is funded entirely through grants and 

donations. We are lucky to receive repeat and additional 

funding from the National Lottery Community Fund, Children in 

Need and other Trusts and Foundations that partially cover the 

cost of running the service. We are continuously seeking new 

support to help keep this service running for all those families 

accessing it. If you’d like to get involved in supporting the Early 

Years service, please get in touch. 

Everyone at BeyondAutism wishes you a restful break and we look 

forward to seeing you for the new term! 
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