
Dear parents and carers, 

The first term of the academic year has been completed and I want to 
thank all the staff, pupils and families for working together to keep each 
other safe and well.   

We have welcomed new families, learners, governors and staff to 
BeyondAutism, all have settled in well and embraced the services. We 
are very proud to be working with you all and for the successes that 
have been achieved over your first term.   

This has been an unusual term, which has impacted the normal running 
of the schools. It has been a challenge, that has been embraced and 
the staff team have flexed their creative muscles to try and provide as 
much normality as possible. Providing enrichment activities in house, 
turning Park House into Kidzania and Tram House into an airport 
amongst a range of other highlights which can be found on our 
websites.  

To ensure that we continue to be a learning organisation and that our 
commitment to delivering excellence is unwavering, the services began 
the year with 2 external audits. A Safeguarding audit scrutinised our 
policies, practices and knowledge of our staff teams. All services were 
commended for the highly effective safeguarding practices. A Health 
and Safety audit followed soon after and the services were recognised 
for their continued efforts to provide safe working environments for all 
learners and staff. I want to take this opportunity to thank staff again for 
all their hard work and honesty during these.   

All learners have made very good progress over this term. This has 
followed on from the summer term, with extended IEP’s. We are looking 
forward to setting new challenges in January and seeing what is going 
to be learnt next.   

I think I am safe to say that the whole world is looking forward to the 
new year and are hopeful for what it brings. I want to wish you all an 
enjoyable winter break, a very happy new year and we are looking 
forward to seeing you in January 2021.  

Take care  

 

 

 

Kieran Bird          

Executive Head of BeyondAutism Schools 
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Term Dates  

Spring 2021 

INSET days 4th – 8th January 

Term starts: Monday 11th January 

Half-term: Monday 15th February– Friday 19th 

February 

Term ends: Wednesday 31st March  

Summer 2021 

Term starts: Monday 19th April 

Bank holiday: Monday 3rd May 

Half-term: Monday 31st May– Friday 4th June 

Term ends: Friday 23rd July  

Admissions 

Since September we have had 16 new pupils 

across Park House School and Tram House 

School, we also have an additional 5 new 

pupils starting with us in January, which 

means that both Park House and Tram 

House School will be full. We are currently 

working hard and completing informal and 

extended assessments for September 2021 

places.  

Staffing and Recruitment 

We’ve had a number of staff join the organisation this term! A big welcome to the following 

ABA Tutors… 

Amelia Rice, Beatrice Ocloo-Momori, Bevyn Geard, Hana Richardson, Samantha Pyle, Alice 

McCormick, Charlotte Cobham-Hancock, Neave Ottway, Elisabet Armengol, Debamalini Ray, Dhariana 

Cespedes Lemos, Chiara Angelini, Beth Robshow, Luna Marques De Hora, Cristian Barbante, Rosa 

Blofeld, Klea Malai, Serena Leonard, Deborah Adereti, Philip Young, Lorna Antonio, Stephen Walters, 

Jonkvrouw Snouck Hurgronje, Sofia Zaccagnino, Rohma Akram-Sheikh, Charlotte Brooks, Fiona Brady, 

Axel Lombardo, Maria Belen Suarez Lucero, Naomi Blin, Andrea Veronica Battistini, Charley-Jai Davey, 

Raul Calvo Ramirez, Florence May Bloomfield, Eva Jenouvrier and Abas Abdulwahid. 

Andy Swartfigure has recently been appointed Director of Services.  

We’ve welcomed Isabel Booth and Shauna Walsh (Occupational Therapists), Taylor Christensen (Senior 

Occupational Therapist) and Jodie Whitley (Speech and Language Therapist) to the Therapy Team. 

Amber Downing has joined as a Qualified Teacher. 

In the charity team Katie Thompson (Head of Marketing and Comms) has joined as maternity cover and 

Martin Kelly and Alex Farnese have joined as Interns. 

We are saying goodbye to the following ABA Tutors this term… 

Samia Ali, Nasteya Mahamud, Johnny Costa, Janice-Raquele Appiah, Sahra Yusuf, Elisabetta Barni, 

Maria Bala, Maia Forde, Rhianna Mobile, Arezoo Torkladani, Malgorzata Zygadlo, Lisa Frending, 

Samantha Perotti, Molly Legg, Amanda Mitchell, Pia Diehl, Simona De Camillis, Valentina Vergara, 

Shammi Begum and Ariela Spalla. 

We’re also saying goodbye to Sandra Jimenez (Cleaner) and Nicola Martin (Bookkeeper). 

We wish everyone the best in their future endeavours! 
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Kidzania 

With current restrictions limiting class trips, Park House decided to bring a trip to the 

pupils and transform the school into Kidzania for the day. 

Each classroom was dedicated to a different profession; from Chef to Firefighter and 

Doctor to Astronaut! Pupils dressed up in the different uniforms and played with 

props whilst they found out more about the jobs. Pupils were doing everything from 

bandaging ‘patients’ to dowsing ‘fires’ in the playground. 

Classes worked on a rotation across the day so everyone got to experience the 

different jobs and decide which ones they enjoyed the most. 

Black History Month 

This October, pupils across the schools 
celebrated Black History Month, in 
particular music and art that has been 
created and inspired by black artists. 

Each day classes listened to a different 
song by black musicians across varying 
genres and from a range of countries. 

As well as listening to music daily, they 

created their own artwork inspired by the styles and 

techniques of black artists such as Jean-Michel Basquiat 

and Chris Ofili. This artwork is now being displayed around 

the schools. 

Autumn newsletter 

2020 

Communication day 

As part of communication day, the 

schools’ Therapy Team set up a 

treasure hunt. Pupils searched for clues 

around the schools, using their 

communication skills to help find the 

next step and a well earned medal at 

the end!  



Space week 

Before half-term, both schools held a science week where they learnt about 
all things space. The week was dedicated to learning more about the solar 
system that we live in from finding out about the different planets to learning 
about space exploration. 

As well as assemblies and science lessons pupils had some fun creating 
space-themed art throughout the week. From creating a model solar system 
with polystyrene, paint and wooden sticks, to designing and decorating their 
own rockets, to creating a galaxy within a plastic bottle, their creative juices 
flowed all week. 

The pupils loved getting to know more about space and created some 

fantastic pieces of art to go up on class display boards! 

Animal Awareness Day 

Earlier this term Our Amazing Animal World came in 

for animal awareness day. Pupils enjoyed looking at 

the animals as well as stroking and petting them as 

they got to know more about them. 

They also took part in an interactive assembly on 

animal habitats, feeding habits and lifestyle as they 

learnt more about the animals they saw. 

A first meal out 

This term we shared the story of Vincent who 

has made tremendous progress since joining 

BeyondAutism. He has worked hard on 

coping strategies for situations he finds 

distressing. All of his work meant that he and 

his dad were able to go out for a meal in a 

restaurant for the first time! We’re so proud of 

the progress that Vincent has made, to read 

the full story of his journey visit our website. 

To keep up-to-date with news and stories from the schools make sure to follow us on social 

media and visit our website: beyondautismschools.org.uk 
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A word from the charity 

Tracie Linehan, CEO 

It has been another busy term, with much to celebrate. We have appointed Andy Swartfigure, BCBA, as 

Director of Services. Andy will oversee all the services, working closely with the Head of each service to 

ensure outstanding quality and service development. We have also appointed a new Head of Post-19, 

Elizabeth Robinson and we’re looking forward to her starting on 4th January 2021. 

Tram House School is now registered to enrol pupils from Year 7 and we have increased the number of 

pupils permitted in the building from 36 to 46. There are also plans afoot to further develop our 6th Form 

provision – more about that in the new year.  

With Year-1 of our new strategy well under way, we’ve never been busier:  

• The search for new premises for our Early Years’ Service has been successful and we’re in the final 

stages of agreeing a lease 

• Significant progress in securing funds for our Early Years’ Service has been achieved 

• Research and Learning launched the professional’s area on our website, including an amazing new 

series of podcasts: https://www.beyondautism.org.uk/professionals/research-and-learning/

podcast-series/ 

• We have also published “Advancing Autism” https://www.wildsearch.org/pdf-advancing-autism a 

report seeking to bring together professionals and organisations for the benefit of people with autism 

and their families 

• We’re at the initial stages of a new partnership in Dorset to pilot an Early Years’ Service 

• A capital appeal to further develop Park House School is in progress 

• Our Diversity, Equality and Inclusion Staff Committee held their first meeting 

• We received glowing reports from external audits on Safeguarding and Health & Safety 

• The first BeyondAutism online conference in April 2021 is being planned and organised. Information 

can be found on the website https://www.beyondautism.org.uk/professionals/conferences/

professional-conference/ 

I hope that you are able to enjoy the festive period and look forward to all that 2021 will bring.  

Recent funding successes and updates 

Vitality 10k 

 In October our committed runners: Sarah Kaikini, 

Shirrin Shaikh-Anwer, PeakHan Lee, Ewa Polski, 

Camilla Tondelli and Cris Barbante finally got to take 

part in the (virtual) Vitality 10k run. This year’s event 

was a little different to usual, however that didn’t stop 

our team (including family members) completing the 

challenge and raising an astonishing £4,400 in the 

process! Congratulations to the team and thank you for 

your hard work. 

In October we also auctioned a Limited Edition print of 

Idris Elba, kindly donated by one of our supporters, 

raising £300! 
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Take That fans raffle 

In November Take That fans organised an art raffle in aid of our charity which raised over £1700. This 
event was shared by Mark Owen and the band Take That, meaning the name of our charity reached more 
than half a million people. This was fantastic exposure for our small charity, hopefully leading to new 
support. We’d like to reiterate again, that by liking, commenting, sharing, and saving our social media 
posts as well as simply forwarding emails or WhatsApp messages you are making a *huge* difference in 
the number of people we are able to reach. We do appreciate everyone that does this. Top fans you know 
who you are! 

The Big Give 

Unfortunately, this year, we weren’t able to attend our usual Carols at Clapham Junction (always a 
highlight of the year). However, we would like to thank Song Club for all their efforts, culminating in a 
fantastic performance held at school. Check it out on social media if you haven’t seen it yet! In December 
we have been moved by the generosity shown through the success of our first Big Give Christmas Appeal, 
raising over £4,000 for the Early Years service. Thank you to all those that donated, shared and supported 
our festive appeal.  

Royal Parks Half Marathon 

We’ve just two places left in the Royal Parks Half Marathon, taking place on the new date of April 11th 
2021. Get in touch if you’re interested! 

Corporate support 

As their Charity of the Year this year, Southside Wandsworth shoppers have raised an amazing £2000 
through their ‘Kids Space’. Excitingly, The Co-op have also nominated our charity for their Local 
Community fund. This means that when you select BeyondAutism as your chosen charity, for every £1 you 
spend on groceries, we receive 2p! Don’t forget to select us if you haven’t already! 

Donations – where does your money go? 

This term, donations have been used for everything from funding yoga lessons at Park House School, to 
buying sensory equipment and toys, to purchasing massage equipment for staff (Staff Appreciation fund), 
and of course keeping our Early Years’ Service running, ensuring ABA reaches as many families as we 
can.  

We simply could not exist without your support and your donations have a direct impact on everything our 
charity is able to do. There are lots of ways to get involved, do get in touch if you feel you can. Thank you 
again. Pippa & Mike   

Everyone at BeyondAutism wishes you a restful festive period and we 

look forward to seeing you in the new year! 


